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son and Thomas were not supposed to hear. A decision was taken that
the President should report the events to Congress and urge once more
his lack of power. Buchanan, who was thoroughly shaken by the events
of the week, turned over to Black the task of writing the report. Holt,
Toucey, and Scott hurried on with the military preparations for reen-
forcement.
It had been their plan to send the warship Brooklyn from Fortress
Monroe; but just at this juncture word came that the secessionists had
erected batteries commanding the entrance to Charleston harbor and
had sunk vessels in the channel as Hunter had advised. Scott decided
not to send the Brooklyn, which probably could not now approach
Sumter; its draught would not permit it to pass the obstructions. In-
stead the reenforcements and supplies should be sent in a merchant
vessel of less displacement. Assistant Adjutant General Lorenzo Thomas
left for New York to charter the ship. He arranged with M. O. Roberts
for the use of the Star of the West, which sailed southward regularly;
its departure would attract no attention. Recruits then in training at the
forts in the Narrows should be loaded on this vessel, which would sail
toward dusk on January 5. All moved smoothly, and she departed on
schedule. Yet once again there was a change of mind, for in the mean-
time Anderson's report of December 31 had been received. It spoke so
confidently of his ability to hold out and of the safety of his position
that the President, with relief, decided that the situation did not de-
mand the risk of reenforcement. Countermanding orders were sent
on the 5th, but they arrived too late. The Star of the West was out at
sea.28 There was no wireless in 1861.
IV
These confused days were not cheered by news from other parts or
the South. Georgia had gone to the polls on January 2, and it was
soon known that the "Keystone of the Southland" had elected a con-
vention in favor of secession; the vote finally turned out to be 50,000
to 37,000. The senatorial managers were now convinced that further talk
of compromise was futile, and that Buchanan was a senile dodderer
under the thumb of Black and Holt* It was about time for them to